
Walk 6 Lothersdale - Pennine Way

Route No. 445 - Wednesday 23 November 2011    

http://www.yorkshirewalks.org/diary11/diary445.html 

Lothersdale, Pennine Way, Pinhaw, Fiddling Clough Gill, Dodgson Lane, Raygill - 
11km   by Frank http://www.yorkshirewalks.org/frank/frank.html 

Background Notes from Frank: 
This walk is a circular route of 11km around 7 miles from the village of Lothersdale near Skipton. It's an 
isolated place and even today there is no public water supply to the village. All the properties rely on 
private spring water supplies or private boreholes which does restrict the amount of development in the 
village. The Pennine Way goes through Lothersdale on its way from Edale in Derbyshire to Kirk 
Yetholm in the Cheviot Hills on the Scottish border. Our route leaves the village along the Pennine Way 
climbing up across sheep pasture to the open moor and Pinhaw Beacon.  

We came across hills called Sharp Haw and Rough Haw in last week's talk and haw is simply a variation of 
Howe or burial mound so Pinhaw Beacon is a beacon set up on a burial mound. In fact the beacon site 
just has a trig point on a low mound now-a-days but the beacon here was part of the national network of 
hill top beacons set up to provide nationwide warning of the expected invasion by Napoleon at the 
beginning of the 1800's. So intense was the fear of invasion that the beacon sites were manned round 
the clock. At Pinhaw there were shifts of two men from three surrounding villages who spent two weeks 
each in turn to stand guard at the beacon and there was a hut on the site to accommodate them. In the 
winter of 1805 the two beacon guards on duty were snowed in and ran out of food. One of them, a man 
named Robert Wilson, decided to go for supplies. He perished in the snow and there is a memorial 
marker to him about 150m from the beacon on the spot where his body was found. The scenery here is 
the rolling Pennine hills as far as you can see. Not the highest part of the Pennines but very pleasant. 
From Pinhaw Beacon we continue along the Pennine Way route down the hillside with a good view over 
the little town of Earby.  

Here we leave the Pennine Way to cross some open marshy land and drop down past an old stone 
farmstead into Fiddling Clough. This is an attractive little wooded gulley with a path along it. We follow 
this path past a ruined farm called Fiddling Clough Laithe. Laithe just means a building that as well as 
accommodation, includes a cow house and barn. At the top of the gulley the path joins a farm access 

track called Dodgson 
Lane which leads us 
to a road on top of 
the ridge called 
Proctor Heights. We 
follow farm tracks 
and paths down the 
other side of the 
ridge past a farm 
called Bent Laithe 
where the path leads 
us through a hen run, 
so don't be put off 
when you climb the 
stile and find yourself 
looking down into the 
hen run.  

At the bottom of the 
valley of Lothersdale 
Beck we come to a 
hamlet called Raygill. 
There is a very large 
old disused quarry 
here that has been 
revamped with four 
fishing lakes, a small 

cafe and history/nature 
trail for the children. We stopped there for a coffee when we did this walk last year. From there it's a 
short walk out to the road and back through the village to complete the walk. 
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